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Spatial Disparities in the South Alborz Region”

Abstract

The investigation of spatial disparities and their characteristics
across various geographical regions has increasingly become
a focal point for urban planners in recent years, attracting
considerable political attention. The presence of spatial disparities
in diverse global regions has resulted in certain regions benefiting
from adequate level of public services and socio-economic
prosperity,
income and production. Conversely, this phenomenon hampers

thereby significantly contributing to national
development in other regions, exacerbating the inequality and
disparity between various districts. Existing literature indicates
that spatial disparity has engendered uneven and unbalanced
growth across different regions in Iran. Such disparities have
precipitated imbalances within geographical areas, leading to
pronounced variations in social, economic, ecological, and
physical indicators. Consequently, the primary goal of this article
is to identify the components, factors, and indicators that influence
spatial disparities and to analyze the relationship between these
elements and their distance from regional, provincial, and cluster
centers in the Southern Alborz region. This region, recognized as
one of Iran's national-regional physical areas, encompasses seven
provinces—Semnan, Tehran, Alborz, Qom, Markazi, Qazvin, and
Zanjan—and includes 57 districts located within these provinces.
By evaluating the factors and spatial components of development
within these districts in conjunction with their distance from
the cluster center (utilizing cluster analysis), the provincial
and regional center (employing the OD Matrix method), this
study examines the correlation between various developmental
factors and spatial dimensions through the Pearson Correlation
Coefficient. The findings of this research reveal that an increase in
distance from both the regional and provincial centers correlates
with a decline in socio-economic conditions; however, physical
conditions (notably only concerning distance from center of
region) and ecological conditions show improvement. Therefore,
it can be concluded that spatial disparities within the Southern
Alborz Region has fostered a concentrated pattern characterized
by the aggregation and establishment of growth poles in power
centers. Furthermore, a center-periphery model appears to
dominate the socio-economic landscape of the Southern Alborz
Region, wherein peripheral and marginal areas exhibit lower
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levels of development in these dimensions. In contrast, the
ecological and physical dimensions, present a different scenario.
In fact, considering the pollution level in the surrounding cities of
the Tehran metropolis, it is reasonable to observe an improvement
in environmental conditions as one moves away from this urban
center. Additionally, the concentration of economic and social
resources within the Tehran metropolis (absent adequate spatial
facilities) has triggered population movements from surrounding
areas toward the center, thereby diminishing both the quantity and
quality of welfare services available in this region. Therefore, it can
be asserted that spatial disparities in the Southern Alborz Region
result in the emergence of a concentrated social, demographic, and
economic pattern characterized by the accumulation of growth
poles in central areas, alongside a subsequent decline in ecological
integrity and service quality in the peripheral regions.
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