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m [f the paper has more than one author, one must be represented as the author correspandin.

®m Manuscripts, not following the above guidelines, will be returned to the author(s).

B The editorial board reserve the right to accept or reject any article after reviewed by referees.

m The sole responsibility for views and statements expressed in the article remains with the author(s).

m All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be published elsewhere without the Journal of “Honar-ha-ye-

Ziba: Memari-Va-Shahrsazi’’s permission.

Journal of Fine Arts: Architecture and Urban Planning

5 Soles slaase; 1o ol slaa 25 5 Lo gy axmet Laslh (g5l gl g g)lono i Lo slojio s, 2iSoa m
w‘tg)lw).@‘.w

So913 5l o g 0B s 4305 50 753 Sl p 3l e 5 S slore Sladie; )3 (lelodi g (Lhpgh - sele sla)llsi m
“ole et sleallie ola sl gjlagd s olanoi byjslopiod ;i din ) e lr sy S Sl cgal
el jgdan (Slindod Slaclaoly 5 59,0 1 (55510,5 a0z ) (s2055

bl odm; Gl 4 gl yii g o LSl Ll gla,lilsim

cadboad 4l Koo glaa pis a plejer Wl Clr g s n Sl s sla e i wesd all sladlio m

sl gl g cazme it Slegdge Jolld Gadod alay  Guiod by dedie coaS sla it b wbialio m
bbaadS Ve BV dgam bl lilgs ol ojlail ol alie o 4

o5 (SeSz c Ba el Ly Joll b allie 00 S 0l Sl (cedSST g oy Bon S glilo b e L bsim
odel st bl oty g Allie plas ouiiS Lo (o lel 4 b isu (nl . il o g pie sloaidly g Allie Sle gog
] dalS A . Q9A>JaWGM¢l§i|oA¢_§%-SAJY*‘ st)l.eo.x&o)lml.ub

el dlas S5 8 5m0 g b o Al caiiSa |l Lllgl denie m

S alliasl gaion sloadl 4l )l g o 0aiiS gy A5 due ¢ haie slaigSa Wb g ax i m

00,5 50 55Kl )] sl aols jsbas gond (55510l 1,500 GlackeS g plotaly Siloj0d 5 Sa5 o o m

59 500 (5,180 Lol ol i 4y e ;o b oo (0 5§ Do gl (olly sla ol g Dl>Usl) dllas slociigi o m
g oS s o (e S i anlis ey 51 b g Allie L

851 ey cazmas o leds g Ll Jlw codin o8 Solgils b Jols 3l 5o g (yie o cmlin g by o Slel> I m
2l oo dlas

coyT oo llie slel o )iy gi 05l pb L Solgils pb o Ldll ol 5 4 lis Co pd m

il izt el plo b )l S OlUle 390 o pFlbOS Slellb] pole o5 5 m

e Slio o)l co,lods el ey 13 plallie LolS o lgie o ([Lail JLo) allie ooy g3 al 5 (Solgils b Ulio m
P PRRAR

el oo 2l pb i goran b o e pb e LS (lge  (Lasl Jlo)osinm g ol 5 (Solgls ol ciS'm

Sy polod « Al 3T e((pole a3)) Gl (B0t 5)) oy 55 (Sol5ilpli 5 oL ol syl allis sl aiom
£ob olsie Bl Ao, b g b 5] s llis ailiz (ppian - 23l (i ) ot a3 S ]
ol Ladd 5 (i ) oaiun g Slasiie g ol oo il pgs dzbo . 00 573 Jslamio j0 sl b (293
LBl )Ll Olgioe 0aiiS (ke 5 bgS ol s b ) lidgs (lgre . L sudS laosly 5 (o)l oaSe allia lgae

g aidisl Ll Bg > a5 4y 5 40l 0 005l alobill allite plgie 5 e 4 g o (0dS sloolls m

boo 55 Ln uSe a5 Lo g0, Las - dig dgs cwlio CaritnS L g 502 10 iSTas 0 8 g Jglaz o oo, (K5 o uSe slaws m
o e L3 8 95 oo sl m e 93 S B8] o3 5 05 sm )Ll T4y (5 0 &8 i 0
08 S &1 5. TIFF L JPG o )é b Word 5l 2,5 ¢ Jglaz g lao 55

OS5 098 plwl (Bt 6 plad Lasgs Sl oo allie &51,1 (61 a5t 0l i 95 dizr 1)l Al azcilin m
i led (B yre d pid 180 & (g SIS plomil g cai Lol lgie au ) 585 el LS e b oo

250,75 Slen )51 B0 abl 050 Bk 4 42,5 cale sl g 4 sloial sl 5l ) slellio azsliz m
BNV PEPR ARUIA JUR K CONPPE R R JYY KO

9l (6 55L 4 pad ailobs o Cebioe S ysls s oy p s o) loi m

el i ap m s b olhsls DL T G 485 0 Ol sl o) ldsl old b m

el B0 g3/ b g b ale sla Ligi o m

a3l oo fien ;500 slaay i 10 35 le I3 9 (gl st 5 5y lore s L slo o 425 sla Lt Ol m

Sl e 9 5 slomo i 5 o o & 25






L

00/ 4
&

9&yloxe

gsgﬁﬁ-f’

3w et 9 5 )loro il § S yd code 4 pld
S5l 9 6y lome s Liil aie

Sy pSl- ol el JJB

VE-0 Gl ¥ oylad ¥ 6,90

ol e oo wl il W;o)la-mlwlvé
b plie dols : Jgtus pow

Cawd 1) Lol 00

Ol s oils ol yLicis! dunwo @ 5ol

a5 Sl

Ol ozl s (sl i T ASls ¢ g3l e 00SLtilS (g3l e 05,5 SLid (532 p9S 001 cymnol JLige
5 sl i oSzl (g3l e 5 (oo 0aSalS (g3l e 0,5 ol (Sl yy (i doro

ol i olSiils ¢ g3l sy (6 lose 0aSLiSls ¢ (5 lome jgel 05,5 Sliwl (485 LS 3 g0200

Ol ol b5 (sl o GEASES g lome 0aSLals (P U (sl b g ol sl g Cun o 095 bl (2 U 959
Oyt olzils Lo g (sl o HEaSLiils o g Lo 0SSN (6 loxa (5,58 04,5 sl (g yous cyuddlis

(e e oSS (g3l e 5 (5 Lo SIS (g3l e 09,5 ol (SN s b (> o
Ol oBdls Ly sl o 5 aSLails (g jlane 00SLels ¢ g laxs 05,5 Sl Y8 Sne L yude

OLlS ol5ails ¢ i g (5 Lare 0aStils «(g lare 09,5 JLiils y91, N o (e

g Sty oSzl ¢ 6 5l 14 g (6 jlone 00l ¢ 5 jlass 09,8 Sliul (g lae e

(Global Banking School [GBS]) Jlg= (5 ,JuSCL dus yoe S doxo

I, T oo VLT iy yo olSE01S o5 oo _aKEINS Ly e (yazsl e y o] 5936 515 oo

..>)L: dj).} 61>\o)m.,o

S50l > g s il

e (o4 ya "-‘1?63) CJ]‘

Sl Sdlao iy 185 ploie (cagide g gk

VEVOB-FFOAY & ay 0S FFFVOYAY & pLes FFFVOYAY : il - Lo sl yim o SaSiasls )] o5 oKl sy pas Sl

fineartj@ut.ac.ir : Ssg 2SIl ey
http://JEAUP.ut.ac.ir : &y yuid ol

el o plonil 4,35 oyl ylo Sl slasl Al a1 fadge a Lo las opl Y Ee (5l
caBb oo p e B g ouge 4 SY e Codsiine g 006 4y 205 Dl las aladi Log 3 2y uie Y e

WAALS1oF & 500 YINAAD oo dali oo (g5 e 5 sboro st § SUo i dg piis gy — skt 45
el oay 3,5 VI (559l g il cpgle wjljg ¢y gl sode by il (w3 (ygamne” ALy

-Cewload uSuss | Ulrich’s Periodical Directory ( ol po dslos ;o AV/O/Y 0,6 51 Lo 5 (sl yim 4y s



Y4

A

14

va

ay

) 359 U Al cbinly 3100 o 8 5555 S 55y 5 ulens lage e s
RS )\3 B )

sl 39 0 €0l lailain 96 e 8 3 el Sla g 3y oo 2l 3

2925 2 el ke Jedans

2 39— 2 905 S a3 9 33 Celd 98 Gl Sl 98 ol (o5 590 52 5l (2 945

I oz ez o (6 sl ol
bfﬁ«b-uwuw)gwM:}\:_-GS)}J&{,A)\J_&\J)&JM:0}5;

adhaio 3 dpdas| S gl 40 50d sy 9 550 95 2 50 e 3l a6 e Sl gl 551
Ol e V4

G 58 S lodamma o 53 gmn iy

S ame gl 8 S oozl slo S 53l e

o85S u:b)}J wloteowe g3 2liad (\.?:.J» oy LY :4:.:)% Sl tE.L.o 4J$
Liad 35 4 gy 2 S 5110

vl-"w o 56 ‘u‘%(" )



Contents of Research Articles

Guest Editorial: Architecture and Research in Times of Crisis: From Preserving
Memory to Cultivating Hope

Mohammad Gharipour

Evaluation in Iran Urban and Regional Planning Research; A Systematic Review
Mohammadali Heydari, Naser Barakpour

Developing a Comprehensive Conceptual Framework of Critical Success Factors in
Public-Private Partnership Projects

Amir Amiri Diba, Majid Parchamijalal

The Category of Architecture in Private Documents of the Qajar Period: A Structural
Semantic Analysis

Ali Asadpour

Exploring Unauthorized Urban Construction Considering the Concept of Nomotro-
pism: The Case of Ahmadieh Town in District 19 of Tehran

Parsa Arbab, Masoud Rahimi, Mohammad Saleh Shokouhi Bidhendi

Explaining the Social Mechanisms of Architectural Taste Formation
Fatemeh Mirzaie, Nadieh Imani, Hesam Salamat
From Fragmented Space to Integrated Perception: A Framework for "Spatial

Coherence" in Educational Environments for Children with Autism Utilizing Spatial
Sequencing Geometry

Maryam Kalami, Faezeh Fazaeli

29

45

61

79

93



5 Journal of Fine Arts: Architecture and Urban Planning

Guest Editorial Volume 31, No. 2, Summer 2026

Architecture and Research in Times of Crisis:
From Preserving Memory to Cultivating Hope

Guest Editorial Published: 22 Jun 2026
Writing this editorial is a profound honor, as my own Mohammad Gharipour” (Guest Editor)
academic journey began as a student in the School of Fine Arts; Professor, Architecture Program, School of Architecture,
A place where I learned that architecture is as much about un- Planning and Preservation, University of Maryland.
derstanding society, culture, and history as it is about designing E-mail: mgr@umd.edu
physical structures. Contributing this essay serves as a meaning- https://doi.org/10.22059/jfaup.2026.108376
ful return to the scholarly community that shaped my early intel-
lectual development.

Lately, I have been reflecting on a question that resonates with academics worldwide: What is the purpose of scholarship
when society faces times of war, crisis, and exhaustion? This query is not unique to any single nation. Across the globe, scholars oper-
ate within societies marked by conflict, political polarization, economic instability, and widespread disillusionment. In such moments,
publishing another research paper or academic monograph may feel detached from everyday realities, leading us to question whether
architecture still matters, whether our research remains relevant, or whether our voices are truly heard.

History, however, suggests that we should reframe the question.

During periods of stability, architecture rarely dominates our social discourse. Yet, it matters most precisely when we -and
those who preceded us- struggle to envision the future. Every admired city today is a product of destruction and renewal. Buildings
may perish, but ideas endure. The knowledge accumulated through scholarship frequently forms the foundation upon which societies
reconstruct themselves.

Regrettably, research cannot halt war, conflict, or suffering. A journal article will not rebuild a neighborhood, nor can a book
restore lost monuments, landscapes, or communities. Nevertheless, scholarship performs an indispensable role: it preserves memory,
documents knowledge, and challenges simplistic answers to complex problems that demand rigorous, thoughtful solutions. Perhaps
this is our primary responsibility as academics: to safeguard complexity, propose alternatives, and educate within a world governed by
uncertainty.

Our collective scholarly endeavors cultivate imagination. Architecture has always been an act of hope; by its very nature, it
manifests confidence in the future. Every structure anticipates tomorrow’s inhabitants. Every school, hospital, library, or public space
reflects the conviction that society remains worth investing in. Scholarship embodies the same assumption. Every presentation, lecture,
article, and book expresses faith that future generations will sustain the discourse. Hope, however, must not be conflated with opti-
mism. Where optimism assumes that conditions will inevitably improve, hope examines whether our work retains meaning even when
the trajectory of change remains uncertain.

I believe our scholarship does retain meaning. We write not because we expect our work to transform the world overnight,
but because knowledge enables societies to recover when tomorrow finally arrives. These responsibilities are not abstract; they are most
vital in times like the present.

The devastation witnessed across our beloved country is heartbreaking. It represents the profound loss of cherished human
lives, vibrant communities, homes, heritage, and collective memory. Yet, history reminds us that reconstruction is never merely about
replacing what was lost; it offers an opportunity to reevaluate the values that shape our urban environments. Moments of rupture
compel us to address questions that periods of tranquility often postpone: How can we design cities that are healthier, more resilient,
inclusive, sustainable, and responsive to their communities? How can architecture once again occupy a central position in public life
and discourse?

If reconstruction merely reproduces past mistakes, tragedy has taught us nothing. Conversely, if tragedy inspires the creation
of more humane cities and stronger communities, architecture reclaims its essential relevance. The same applies to scholarship. While
our duty often involves documenting the past, our broader responsibility is to expand society's capacity to imagine better futures.

Citation: Gharipour, Mohammad. (2026). Architecture and research in times of crisis: From preserving memory to cultivating hope. Journal of
Fine Arts: Architecture and Urban Planning, 31(2), 5-8. (In Persian)

m (© Authors retain full copyright and publishing rights. Publisher: University of Tehran Press.

"Mohammad Gharipour is a Professor and Director of the Architecture Program at the School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation,
University of Maryland, and a Distinguished Professor of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA). He is the Former
President of the Society of Architectural Historians, Director and Founder of the International Journal of Islamic Architecture, and Director and
Co-Founder of the Epidemic Urbanism Initiative.
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Architecture and Research in Times of Crisis:
From Preserving Memory to Cultivating Hope

Academic journals are integral to this mission. Far more than repositories of research papers, they foster communities that
sustain intergenerational dialogue. In challenging times, the decision to continue researching, teaching, writing, and questioning is in
itself an act of hope. Architecture cannot eliminate all suffering, nor can scholarship resolve every crisis. Yet, both disciplines resist other
forms of depletion: the loss of memory, imagination, and the conviction that the future remains worth building,

It is for this reason that contributing to this journal—rooted in the very community where my architectural journey began—
feels like both a privilege and a duty. As we begin to rebuild our cherished home, we can draw strength from our shared ideas, historical
knowledge, design training, and the better future we will collectively help shape.

Keywords: architectural scholarship, collective memory, post-crisis reconstruction, social responsibility, urban resilience
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Research Article Volume 31, No. 2, Summer 2026

Evaluation in Iran Urban and Regional Planning Research; A Systematic Review’

Abstract

Evaluation is not a new phenomenon; humans have always engaged
in judging and assessing their actions. Over the past six decades,
significant attention has been paid to the theoretical foundations of
evaluation in urban and regional planning, leading to the develop-
ment of a wide array of concepts, theories, approaches, and meth-
odologies. However, this diversity has led to significant theoretical
and practical ambiguities. In response, various studies have emerged
to classify and analyze the evolution of evaluation in urban and
regional planning. The purpose of these studies is to identify the
boundaries of evaluation knowledge in urban and regional planning
and to identify the challenges facing evaluation. These classifications
are typically based on the timing of evaluation, underlying planning
theories, and the mechanisms of evaluation methods. Given this
complexity, a systematic review of research in the field of urban and
regional planning evaluation is essential for identifying strengths,
existing challenges, and future research directions. Despite the glob-
al academic engagement with this topic, there has been a noticeable
lack of systematic investigation within the national context. This ar-
ticle, therefore, seeks to fill that gap through a systematic quantitative
and qualitative review of academic literature to address two main
questions: which evaluation approaches have been most frequently
employed by researchers, and what challenges does the field cur-
rently face. The study analyzes 86 selected scholarly articles using a
systematic review approach. The research methodology is based on
the model proposed by Xiao and Watson, which includes three main
phases—planning the review, conducting the review, and reporting
the findings—structured into eight steps —formulate the problem,
develop the review protocol, search the literature, screen for inclu-
sion, assess quality, extract data, analyze and synthesize data and
report the findings— and adapted specifically for the field of urban
and regional planning. The Findings indicate that evaluation is often
treated merely as a technical tool rather than as a topic of critical
inquiry. Most evaluation methods applied in the reviewed articles
are repetitive and lack theoretical grounding. Furthermore, evalua-
tion in urban and regional planning is predominantly quantitative in
nature, physical oriented, subject-driven (focused on specific plans
and programs), and heavily reliant on statistical analysis. The main
weaknesses of urban and regional planning evaluation in Iran are:
(1) Weakness in theoretical foundations and qualitative-oriented
methodology and performance-oriented approach: Among ex-post
evaluation approaches, performance-based approach has received
limited attention. This is largely due to the blueprint nature of com-
prehensive plans, which align with conformance-based approaches.
However, given their long-term role in guiding subsequent plans,
their evaluation is essential. Weak qualitative methodologies and ne-
glect of higher-level plan evaluation further constrain performance-
based assessment; (2) Weakness in the theoretical foundations and
methodology of on-going evaluation and quality measurement:
Most studies assess the extent to which proposed land uses are real-
ized, requiring the implementation period to be completed before
evaluating success or failure. Consequently, on-going evaluation
is often neglected, especially in comprehensive plans. Plan quality
evaluation is recommended, as it enables content-based judgment,
supports long term evaluation, and relies on well-established global
methodologies; (3) Weakness in the theoretical foundations of the
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conformance-oriented approach: Although conformance-based
evaluation dominates methodologies, its theoretical foundations
remain weak, creating methodological challenges. Defining suc-
cess and attributing outcomes to plans is complex due to external
factors and uncertainty. Despite global advances refining confor-
mance methods, including permit-based measures and mismatch
classifications, limited theoretical development has constrained
methodological diversity in national studies; (4) Weakness in spa-
tial, social and political dimensions: Despite the widespread use of
remote sensing, few studies employ GIS tools, relying mainly on
land use comparisons. GIS can better reveal spatial mismatches and
their drivers. Social aspects are also narrowly addressed, focusing on
population forecasts. Moreover, evaluations are often topic-based
rather than policy-oriented, weakening analysis of decision-making
processes and policy impacts; (5) Weakness in establishing a rela-
tionship between planning theory and evaluation and, as a result,
weakness in process-oriented evaluation: Planning encompasses
process, plan, and outcome. Neglecting their interrelations has creat-
ed gaps in process-oriented evaluation. Strengthening links between
planning theory and evaluation approaches, alongside developing
systematic frameworks, are essential for realistic assessment of ur-
ban and regional planning; and (6) Quantitativeness and excessive
focus on statistical methods: Qualitative approaches offer deeper
understanding and stronger theoretical sensitivity than quantitative
methods, which dominate existing studies. Overreliance on statistics
limits evaluative judgment. Methods such as grounded theory can
better explain success or failure, addressing causes of mismatches.
Excessive quantification neglects critical dimensions influencing ur-
ban and regional planning evaluation. As a suggestion to strengthen
the evaluation steps in the theoretical foundations of urban and re-
gional planning, evaluation itself should be recognized as a problem
and challenge. Therefore, the view of the nature of evaluation should
change from a methodological and instrumental perspective to a
process-oriented, theory-oriented perspective, to provide an oppor-
tunity to develop methodologies appropriate to the country’s plan-
ning system.
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evaluation, plan evaluation, process evaluation, systematic review
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Developing a Comprehensive Conceptual Framework of
Critical Success Factors in Public-Private Partnership Projects’

Abstract

Public—Private Partnership (PPP) projects have become one of the
most widely adopted procurement approaches for delivering large-
scale infrastructure worldwide. These arrangements are defined as
long-term, performance-based contracts between public and private
entities for the creation, renovation, or management of public assets,
where the private party assumes significant financial and manage-
ment risks in exchange for potential rewards. By leveraging private
sector innovation and efficiency, PPPs seek to optimize public ser-
vice delivery and bridge infrastructure funding gaps. However, due
to their long-term nature, complex contractual structures, and in-
herent uncertainties, PPP projects frequently encounter significant
obstacles leading to suboptimal outcomes or total failure. Therefore,
the success of these projects is always associated with greater com-
plexity than traditional procurement methods (such as Design-Bid-
Build or Design-Build) and understanding the factors influencing
PPP Project success is also more difficult. Many failures derive from
a lack of comprehensive knowledge regarding the multifaceted fac-
tors that drive project success. While previous studies have identified
various Critical Success Factors (CSFs), most existing frameworks
remain fragmented, focusing on either specific geographical regions,
narrow stakeholder perspectives, or limited project phases. Existing
literature often overlooks the crucial "soft" relational aspects, such
as mutual trust, empathy; and collaborative governance, which are
essential for maintaining long-term contractual harmony. Further-
more, most frameworks focus on a "Win-Win" relationship between
the government and the investor, frequently neglecting the "social
legitimacy" and public acceptance required for sustainability. The
objective of this study is to bridge this knowledge gap by develop-
ing a comprehensive conceptual framework of CSFs for PPP proj-
ects. By synthesizing existing global knowledge, this study aims to
provide a strategic roadmap with a 360-degree perspective for the
project life cycle, ensuring that the needs of the public sector, pri-
vate investors, and society are balanced. The study develops a com-
prehensive seven-dimensional conceptual framework comprising
25 thematic clusters of PPP critical success factors by employing a
rigorous systematic literature review (SLR) combined with narrative
analysis. The research followed a meticulous multi-stage process: (1)
Identification of 1384 initial studies through major scientific data-
bases, including Scopus and Google Scholar, covering the period
from 2005 to 2025. (2) Systematic filtering based on quality criteria
and direct relevance, resulting in a final sample of 111 high-quality
papers. (3) Extraction of 1490 raw CSFs from the selected literature.
(4) Repetitive process of qualitative coding and content analysis to
merge synonymous terms and eliminate redundant factors. The
synthesis process involved repeated conceptual labeling, semantic
comparison, elimination of synonymous expressions, and refine-
ment of overlapping concepts to establish a standardized vocabulary
for subsequent thematic analysis. For instance, terms like "equitable
risk sharing" and "optimal risk allocation" were consolidated into a
single unit, while distinct concepts like "private partner financial ca-
pability” and "access to financial markets" were kept independent to
maintain conceptual precision. The analysis resulted in the catego-
rization of factors into 25 distinct thematic clusters organized into a
"7-Dimensional Framework" (The 7Ps): Partnership, People, Policy,
Private, Process, Project, and Public. The "Partnership” dimension
focuses on relational governance, while "People” highlights social
legitimacy. "Policy" refers to the enabling institutional environment,
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"Private” and "Public" address the internal capacities of the partners,
and "Process" and "Project” cover the operational and technical fea-
sibility. Statistical frequency analysis revealed that the top three clus-
ters - "Feasibility Studies and Comprehensive Business Plans" (133
factors), "Macroeconomic Stability and Mature Financial Markets"
(125 factors), and "Transparent and Competitive Bidding Process-
es" (99 factors) - emerged as the most frequently reported drivers
of success. The high ranking of feasibility studies emphasizes that
project success is determined during the preparation phase; with-
out accurate demand forecasting and technical assessment, even the
most capable partners cannot save a project from failure. Similarly,
the importance of macroeconomic stability reflects the sensitivity of
long-term investments to inflation and currency fluctuations. No-
tably, the emergence of "Social Support and Public Acceptance” as
a top-tier cluster (76 factors) reflects the increasing emphasis on so-
cial sustainability in recent PPP research. Without public legitimacy,
projects face resistance and protests that can lead to complete ter-
mination. The proposed framework offers a significant contribution
to PPP theory and practice by integrating "Hard Factors" like legal
frameworks and technical capabilities with "Soft Factors" like trust,
commitment, and transparency. By establishing the "People” dimen-
sion as an independent pillar, the framework supports a broader
perspective that extends the traditional "Win-Win" (Public-Private)
model to a "Win-Win-Win" (Public-Private-People) paradigm. This
study demonstrates that PPP success is a multidimensional phe-
nomenon resulting from the interaction of institutional, relational,
social, and operational factors. The 7P framework serves as a stra-
tegic "backbone" rather than a mere list of factors, providing a road-
map for practitioners to navigate the project lifecycle from inception
to transfer (project preparation, procurement, financing, construc-
tion, operation, contract management, and long-term partnership
governance). This framework provides a structured basis for evalu-
ating, planning, and managing PPP projects while supporting future
empirical and decision-making studies.

Keywords: critical success factors, infrastructure project,
narrative analysis, public-private partnership, systematic literature
review
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The Category of Architecture in Private Documents of
the Qajar Period: A Structural Semantic Analysis*

Abstract

Private’s documents, as linguistic representations, embody part of
peoples lived experience and also contain elements of historical
concepts. These documents have received far less attention from
scholars of Iranian architectural history than official, royal, chan-
cery, and similar documentary sources, largely because documents
of everyday life seldom refer to monumental buildings or enduring
urban complexes. Moreover, historical documents are most often
consulted in architectural studies for the purpose of constructing
historical narratives, whereas their linguistic features contain forms
of architectural knowledge that are not narrative in nature. Overall,
the aim of previous studies has not been to understand the process
through which a mental concept is transformed into a linguistic
reality, nor have these studies considered language in terms of its
units and structures as part of their research process. None of these
studies has sought to examine how architectural categories are un-
derstood, organized, and constructed in documents, or to demon-
strate how such conceptual structures can represent part of society's
understanding of architectural categories. The present study aims to
identify the linguistic structure underlying the understanding and
representation of the category of architecture in Qajar-period docu-
ments. To this end, it employs concepts from structural semantics
and subsequently interprets the findings in light of conceptual his-
tory. The study addresses two questions: How do these documents
approach the category of architecture from the perspective of struc-
tural semantics? What new insights do they provide into the popu-
lar understanding of the category of architecture during the Qajar
period? The research adopts a qualitative approach with content
analysis method. A corpus of seventy-six private documents related
to Shiraz during the Qajar period was examined in the archives of
the National Library and Archives of Iran and the Women's Worlds
in Qajar Iran Digital Archives. In the first stage, all documents were
examined in their entirety. The words related to the category of ar-
chitecture were then extracted from the content component of each
document as the primary data. Since the objective was to identify the
relationships among words, their frequency of occurrence was not
considered a criterion for analysis. In the next stage, five principal
categories were identified within the documents. By determining the
position of the elements of each category along the syntagmatic axis
and their alternatives along the associative axis, it became possible to
examine the relationships among these elements on the basis of con-
cepts drawn from structural semantics. To reconstruct the concept
of the category of architecture, this study draws upon a network of
concepts and lexical items that appear in the documents around the
subject of the building. This network is the product of syntagmatic
and associative (paradigmatic) axes arising from the positions oc-
cupied by these concepts and lexical items. This section is referred
to as the synchronic reconstruction of the conceptual structure of
the category of architecture, which serves as a substitute for the se-
mantic field in conventional approaches to conceptual history. Since
the majority of the documents examined in this study date from the
final decades of the Qajar period, the saddle period, understood here
as the interval between the Qajar period and the present, serves as
the temporal horizon. This section of the study adopts a diachronic

Received: 17 Apr 2026

Received in revised form: 10 Jun 2026

Accepted: 22 Jun 2026

Ali AsadpouriD

Associate Professor, Department of Iranian Architecture Studies,
Faculty of Architecture and Restoration, Shiraz University of Arts,

Shiraz, Iran. E-mail: asadpour@shirazartu.ac.ir

https://doi.org/10.22059/jfaup.2026.412900.673180

approach. The analysis revealed a process of the establishment and
determination of the category of architecture, comprising: (1) es-
tablishment, (2) individuation, (3) attribution, (4) determination,
and the identification of associated attributes. These findings were
interpreted through two dimensions—establishment and determi-
nation—which demonstrate: the primacy of space over the building;
the construction of the category of house on the basis of divided and
undivided property (shaped by exchange value and the divisibility of
the building); the definition of a building's limits through adjacent
properties and a site-oriented perspective (based on an individual's
position within the building); the attribution of buildings to persons
and to the city; and the naming of buildings according to their at-
tributes or characteristics. The status of space vis-a-vis the building,
as reflected in the tripartite distinction among “land;” “building;” and
“space” in Qajar architectural knowledge, no longer exists today. The
determination of a building's boundaries through adjacency, based
on a topological understanding that takes the individual's position
within the building as its point of departure and relies on the sun's
movement and the direction of the qibla for orientation, represents
another conception of the determinative domain of the architectural
category. Thus, understanding the architectural category through
the documents reveals complex layers involving people, the city, and
other buildings, which differ from the contemporary understanding
of the building as a whole or as a legal and artistic entity. This study
focuses exclusively on Shiraz and the Qajar period. It is hoped that
future researchers will examine the category of architecture in docu-
ments from other periods and geographical regions of Iran, thereby
contributing to a fuller understanding of what is referred to as Ira-
nian architecture and its history.
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4. Christoph Werner.

5. Women's Worlds in Qajar Iran Digital Archives.
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7. Representational. 8. Sense Relations.
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11. Lexical Field. 12. Semantic Field.

13. Compositional Analysis. 14. Relational Semantics.

15. Hyponymy. 16. Semantic Opposition.

17. Semantic Contrast. 18. Synonymy.

20. Member-collection.

22. Diachronic.

24. Semantic Field.

19. Meronymy.
21. Portion-mass.
23. Synchronic.
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26. Saddle Period.
28. Building Type.

25. Frame of Referance.
27. Linguistic Relics.
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30. Associative Collocation.

31. Syntagmatic Collocation.
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Exploring Unauthorized Urban Construction Considering the Concept of
Nomotropism: The Case of Ahmadieh Town in District 19 of Tehran

Abstract

Despite numerous studies, unauthorized urban construction in Iran has
not yet been analyzed from the perspective of nomotropism, a concept that
focuses on acting in light of rules—a condition in which actors move be-
yond the conventional legal-illegal dichotomy. Rather than simply ignoring
the law or engaging in outright lawbreaking, they make calculated decisions
regarding the law and orient their actions in its shadow or in relation to it.
The manifestations of such nomotropic behavior can be explained through
a fivefold typology: hidden construction (e.g., using plants or high walls to
conceal violations), overnight construction (completing structures rapidly
to complicate legal removal), unfinished construction (intentionally slowing
work to avoid proportional fines), non-compliant construction (obtaining
permits but deviating from approved plans), and unpermitted construction
(building without permits but expecting future legalization). To these must
be added speculative land subdivision and the expectation of amnesty for
violations. The case study is Ahmadieh Town, located in Zone 3 of District
19 of Tehran, where construction violations became particularly prominent
following a fatal incident, known as Khalazir. District 19 of Tehran covers
2,036 hectares with a population of 271,000. It contains extensive barren
lands spanning more than 200 hectares, including over 30 inactive brick
kilns, alongside social issues such as homelessness. Zone 3, encompassing ap-
proximately 760 hectares, was historically used for agriculture but gradually
encroached upon by scrap yards and was largely converted illegally. Of this
area, about 430 hectares are endowed lands under the trusteeship of Marvi
School, including Ahmadieh Town and the Khalazir scrap market. In August
2023, Tehran Municipality demolished part of the unauthorized construc-
tions in this area pursuant to a judicial order, resulting in several fatalities
from collapsed buildings. The research was conducted through thematic
analysis of semi-structured interviews with 17 urban planning experts, aca-
demics, residents, and informed individuals, selected via purposive snowball
sampling. The findings indicate that the municipality’s failure to intervene
promptly is the most significant factor perpetuating construction violations.
This situation precisely exemplifies nomotropic behavior: violators act not
out of ignorance or poverty, but based on subjective and objective acquired
rights in the shadow of a possible future halt, amnesty; or legalization. From a
nomotropic perspective, the law remains effective—not through obedience,
but through avoidance of punishment and playing with time. Furthermore,
several interviewees pointed to the semantic and functional nature of the
verb “may” in Article 100 of the Municipality Law. The optional character
of this verb has created a structural fragility. In this context, prevention is
not treated as a definitive duty but as an option available to the municipal-
ity. This legal ambiguity provides fertile ground for nomotropic behaviors,
because the violator always considers the possibility that the municipality
“might not intervene or prevent for now.” Moreover, all five manifestations
of nomotropic behavior in unauthorized urban construction are present in
the case of Ahmadieh Town: night construction and the use of barren lands
adjacent to the kilns (indicating hidden construction), the immediate and
uninterrupted erection of building skeletons without adherence to engineer-
ing principles (indicating overnight construction), the abandonment of some
constructions (indicating unfinished construction), constructions exceeding
four floors in contradiction to the municipality’s implicit decision (indicating
non-compliant construction), and the absence of building permits (indicat-
ing unpermitted construction). These are compounded by the land’s endow-
ment status, illegal subdivision, and amnesty expectations—explicit or im-
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plicit—fueled by official silence or discretionary enforcement. Accordingly,
unauthorized urban construction is a multi-causal phenomenon resulting
from the complex interaction among laws, institutions, economic interests,
and actors” opportunistic behavior. Untimely decision-making, endowment
lands with illegal lot splitting, procedural flaws in the Article 5 Commission,
information leakage before plan approval, lack of enforcement guarantees
under Article 100 of the Municipal Law, the municipality’s financial depen-
dence on construction, and overly stringent standards together create fertile
ground for the nomotropic behavior of rent-seekers. Besides, this study
expands nomotropism to the institutional level, showing that not only indi-
viduals but also institutions such as the municipality (through omission or
inaction), the Provincial Security Council (through demolition-ban resolu-
tions), the Article 5 Commission (through incomplete and non-transparent
approvals), and endowments (through illegal subdivisions and creating false
tenure security) can exhibit nomotropic behavior. The following solutions
are proposed based on the findings: 1. formulating laws with a nomotropic
impact assessment; 2. reforming Article 5 Commission procedures and en-
suring referral of approvals to the Supreme Council of Urban Planning and
Architecture; 3. amending Article 100 of the Municipality Law to change
“may prevent” to “is obliged to prevent immediately”; 4. managing mu-
nicipal revenue dependency on construction to reduce “amnesty-with-fine”
incentives; 5. reforming and expediting bureaucratic procedures; 6. revis-
ing unrealistic minimum construction area standards; 7. prohibiting utility
connections to unauthorized constructions; 8. voiding any promissory note
transactions on properties without permits or non-compliant with permits;
9. preventing illegal subdivisions by endowments through requiring official
permits from the municipality. Future research should conduct comparative
studies, analyze acquired rights and amnesty expectations, and explore no-
motropism in other urban planning domains.

Keywords: construction violations, land use, nomotropism,
unauthorized construction, urban development
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1. Construction Violations. 2. Illegal.
3. Unauthorized Construction. 4. Nomotropism.
5. Nomotropic. 6. Amedeo Giovanni Conte.
7. Unauthorized Settlements.
9. Acting in Light of Rules.
11. Expectation of Amnesty.
13. Overnight Construction.

15. Unfinished Construction.

8. Neologism.

10. Effectiveness.

12. Hidden Construction.

14. Gecekondu.

16. Non-Compliant Construction.
18. Speculative Land Subdivision.
20. Squatting.

22. Fulfilment.

17. Unpermitted Construction.

19. Illegal Lot Splitting.

21. Gentrification.

23. Conformity.
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Abstract

The experience of architecture almost inevitably leads to aesthetic evalu-
ation, yet the mechanisms underlying this process remain theoretically
fragmented across philosophy, psychology, and sociology. Although taste
has long been used to explain architectural evaluation, it has variously been
understood as an individual disposition, a universal aesthetic faculty, or a
socially conditioned preference. Consequently, no integrated conceptual
framework adequately explains how architectural experience becomes aes-
thetic judgment through the interaction of individual agency; architectural
objects, and social structures. This study therefore employs taste not as its
primary object of inquiry, but as a theoretical concept for explaining this
evaluative process. The study therefore aims to reconceptualize the notion
of architectural taste by integrating philosophical, psychological, and soci-
ological perspectives into a coherent conceptual model. More specifically,
it addresses the following question: How does the experience of encoun-
tering architecture become transformed into aesthetic evaluation through
the interaction among individual agency, architectural objects, and social
structures? Answering this question requires moving beyond disciplinary
boundaries and reconsidering taste not as an isolated mental property but
as a multidimensional aesthetic practice emerging within lived experi-
ence. Methodologically, this study adopts a qualitative, interdisciplinary
approach based on conceptual analysis and comparative review of theo-
retical literature. It synthesizes classical and contemporary scholarship in
philosophical aesthetics, empirical aesthetics, environmental psychology,
cognitive psychology; sociology of taste, and cultural theory. Philosophi-
cal perspectives are examined through debates on aesthetic judgment,
psychological studies through perceptual, cognitive, emotional, and em-
bodied processes, and sociological theories from Bourdieu's concept of
social distinction to contemporary approaches emphasizing agency, prac-
tice, and embodiment. Particular attention is given to Arsel and Bean's
Foucauldian concept of taste regimes as a framework for explaining the
social production and reproduction of aesthetic norms. The analysis dem-
onstrates that architectural taste cannot adequately be understood from
any single disciplinary perspective. Philosophically, taste provides the
conceptual conditions through which architecture becomes meaningful
and aesthetically judged. Competing architectural theories and aesthetic
traditions shape different criteria for evaluating architectural works and
therefore influence the intellectual framework within which judgments
are formed. Psychologically, taste is not merely a subjective preference but
an embodied cognitive process involving perception, emotion, memory,
prior experience, cultural background, and learned aesthetic competen-
cies. Architectural evaluation emerges through the interaction between
the perceiving individual, the physical environment, and contextual factors
rather than from the architectural object alone. From a sociological per-
spective, the study argues that taste functions simultaneously as an aesthet-
ic practice and as a social process. Earlier sociological theories, particularly
Bourdieu's, interpreted taste primarily as a marker of social distinction
and class position. Contemporary scholarship, however, increasingly shifts
attention from asking what taste signifies toward examining how taste is
socially produced and reproduced. Within this perspective, architectural
taste develops through continuous interaction between individual agency
and broader cultural structures rather than being determined exclusively
by either. Individuals actively cultivate aesthetic competencies, while in-
stitutions, educational systems, media, markets, brands, digital platforms,
and professional discourses collectively organize the conditions under
which architectural judgments become possible. Drawing upon Arsel and
Bean's interpretation of Foucauldian theory, the study further conceptual-
izes architectural taste through the notion of taste regimes. Taste regimes
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are understood as discursive, normative, and structural networks that or-
ganize aesthetic practice by defining desirable forms of perception, evalu-
ation, and engagement with architectural objects. These regimes operate
through interrelated mechanisms of problematization, ritualization, and
instrumentalization, thereby transforming dispersed individual prefer-
ences into socially meaningful aesthetic practices. Rather than directly
determining individual choices, taste regimes establish the conditions
within which aesthetic agency is exercised. Consequently, architectural
taste emerges through an ongoing reciprocal relationship among social
structures, individual actors, and architectural objects, each continuously
shaping and reshaping the others. The principal contribution of this study
is the development of an integrated conceptual model that reconstructs
architectural taste as a dynamic process rather than a fixed attribute of
either individuals or buildings. The proposed framework identifies three
inseparable dimensions of architectural experience: individual agency,
architectural objects, and social structures. Architectural evaluation is in-
terpreted as the outcome of the continuous interaction among these three
dimensions, rather than the product of any single one of them. This recon-
ceptualization expands the theoretical scope of architectural taste beyond
traditional debates concerning beauty, preference, or social distinction by
emphasizing aesthetic practice, embodied experience, and the social pro-
duction of evaluation. The study concludes that architectural taste should
not be understood simply as an individual's preference, a property of ar-
chitecture, or a direct reflection of social class. Instead, it represents the
aesthetic process through which architectural experience acquires mean-
ing and value within specific social and cultural contexts. By integrating
philosophical, psychological, and sociological approaches into a unified
conceptual framework, the study provides a theoretical foundation for
future empirical investigations of architectural taste and offers a broader
understanding of contemporary architectural experience, particularly re-
garding the interaction between agency, materiality, and the social organi-
zation of aesthetic judgment.
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From Fragmented Space to Integrated Perception:
A Framework for "Spatial Coherence" in Educational Environments
for Children with Autism Utilizing Spatial Sequencing Geometry’

Abstract

Accurate environmental perception constitutes a fundamental prerequisite
for adaptive behavior in architectural settings. Rather than functioning as
a neutral physical container, the built environment actively shapes percep-
tion, cognition, and behavioral responses through the organization of sen-
sory stimuli and spatial relationships. This issue is particularly significant
for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), whose atypical sen-
sory processing and cognitive characteristics may alter how environmental
information is perceived, organized, and interpreted. Difficulties in filtering
sensory inputs, distinguishing figure from background, integrating frag-
mented perceptual cues, and constructing coherent mental representations
may prevent these children from understanding the functional meaning
of spaces. Consequently, environments that are manageable for neurotypi-
cal users may become confusing, stressful, or behaviorally challenging for
children with autism. Although previous studies have emphasized sensory-
friendly environments and architectural interventions, limited attention
has been devoted to explaining the cognitive mechanism through which
architectural organization transforms fragmented sensory experiences into
meaningful environmental perception. Addressing this theoretical gap con-
stitutes the primary motivation of this research. Accordingly, this study in-
vestigates how architectural environments can be systematically organized
according to the sensory and cognitive characteristics of children with
autism to facilitate meaningful environmental perception and promote
adaptive behavioral responses. The research examines how environmental
stimuli may be calibrated for conditions of both sensory hypersensitivity
and hyposensitivity while supporting perceptual integration, environmen-
tal comprehension, orientation, and behavioral regulation. Rather than
proposing isolated design recommendations, the study develops a process-
oriented framework explaining the relationship between sensory inputs,
cognitive processing, spatial organization, environmental meaning, and be-
havioral outcomes. The research adopts a qualitative descriptive-analytical
methodology based on an extensive review and synthesis of interdisciplin-
ary literature in environmental psychology, cognitive psychology, autism
studies, neuroscience, and architectural design. Behavioral characteristics
associated with autism were comparatively analyzed alongside theoretical
concepts concerning environmental perception, Gestalt psychology, en-
vironmental affordances, classical conditioning, behavioral settings, per-
son-environment fit, spatial legibility, and sensory processing. Through
analytical cross-comparison, behavioral impairments were categorized into
three interconnected domains: sensory—motor, communicative—social, and
cognitive-perceptual. These categories served as the basis for identifying
architectural challenges and extracting design principles capable of reduc-
ing perceptual disturbances while supporting participation, learning, and
adaptive behavior. The findings indicate that behavioral challenges expe-
rienced by children with autism can be systematically addressed through
three complementary architectural principles. The first, sensory-oriented
spatial design, focuses on regulating environmental stimuli through bal-
anced lighting, calibrated color intensity, acoustic control, tactile materials,
visual complexity, and separation of sensory zones, thereby reducing sen-
sory overload and cognitive burden. The second, spatial patterning, empha-
sizes the controlled simulation of familiar behavioral settings, such as home,
school, and everyday environments, to develop stable cognitive representa-
tions supporting social participation, learning, and behavioral generaliza-
tion. The third, spatial sequencing, organizes spaces into predictable and
progressively structured sequences that guide children through sensory,
functional, and social transitions. The conceptual synthesis of these three
principles leads to the introduction of spatial coherence as the theoretical
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contribution of the study. Spatial coherence is defined as an architectural
condition in which sensory regulation, spatial organization, functional clar-
ity, and cognitive predictability collectively facilitate Gestalt environmental
perception. Instead of treating sensory stimulation, behavioral training, and
spatial organization as independent concerns, the proposed framework
demonstrates that these components operate synergistically within a con-
tinuous perceptual process. In this perspective, architecture becomes an ac-
tive mediator that supports cognitive organization, environmental learning,
and behavioral adaptation rather than merely accommodating behavioral
needs. To operationalize this framework, the study proposes linear spatial
organization as an architectural strategy for therapeutic and educational
environments designed for children with autism. Linear organization pro-
vides a clear and sequential spatial structure that minimizes perceptual
ambiguity and supports environmental adaptation. The sequential arrange-
ment of private, semi-private, and public spatial zones allows sensory inten-
sity, complexity, and social interaction to increase or decrease progressively
according to users' perceptual capacities. Transitional spaces can prepare
children for changes in sensory stimulation or social demands. This organi-
zation enables children to construct coherent environmental meanings step
by step, transforming isolated sensory experiences into integrated cogni-
tive representations while reducing anxiety associated with unpredictable
environmental transitions. The principal innovation of this research lies in
establishing a process-based theoretical framework that translates the cog-
nitive characteristics of autism into coherent architectural design principles.
By integrating sensory-oriented design, spatial patterning, and spatial se-
quencing within the overarching concept of spatial coherence, the study ex-
plains the cognitive mechanism through which architectural environments
influence perception and adaptive behavior. Consequently, architecture is
redefined as an educational and therapeutic medium capable of facilitating
cognitive development, environmental comprehension, behavioral regu-
lation, and independent functioning. The proposed framework provides
practical guidance for architects, educators, therapists, and rehabilitation
specialists seeking to create inclusive environments that respond to sensory
profiles while improving spatial understanding, behavioral adaptation, in-
dependent functioning, and participation in everyday activities. Further-
more, it establishes a foundation for future interdisciplinary research and
evidence-based architectural design strategies aimed at enhancing environ-
mental perception and quality of life for children with ASD.

Keywords: children with autism, environmental sensory stimuli,
meaningful perception, spatial coherence, spatial sequence geometry
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