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An Examination of the Difference Between “Sample” and “Case” Concepts
and Their Relations with “Design Research” in Landscape Architecture

Abstract

The two terms "sample" and "case" are widely used in the field
of landscape architecture but there is rarely significant study
on the meanings of these two common concepts. This research
aims to verify the difference between the two concepts "sample"
and "case" and examine their relationship with the paradigm of
"design research" in the discipline of landscape architecture. The
goal is to reduce theoretical difficulties and weaknesses in related
terminology and research methodologies. The research strategy
is logical argumentation. First, through documentary study, the
main periods in which the terms appear in their context were
extracted. Second, qualitative analysis and coding of this context,
definitions were proposed to distinguish the terms. Third,
through a questionnaire among students, the results of the second
step were examined and finally a conclusion has been drawn,
leading to conclusions. The documentary study results reveal
that there is an important methodological and semantic difference
between "sample" and "case," which can result in the extraction
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and separation of five different terms: "precedents," "example,"

nn

"statistical sample," "case study," and "research case." However,
this difference lacks clear verification and does not have
intersubjective agreement among the respondents. According to
the results, investigation of "cases" compared to "samples," due
to their greater capacity to address diversity, complexity, and
uncertainty, has a greater ability to integrate with research design,
but a very small proportion of the respondents were familiar with
the paradigm of research design. Considering the limited scope
of the terms mentioned by the respondents and the incoherence
in the difference between the meaning of "sample" and "case," it
can be concluded that there is no comprehensive methodological
vision. On the other hand, since superficial applications and
imitation are the most frequent problems when using the concepts
of case or sample, it can be concluded that the current status
reflects the most basic level among five levels of progress for
action in investigating these concepts. Results also indicate that
extracting or verifying intersubjective terms remains difficult
and requires further research and practical applications. Results
also show that the findings regarding case study terminology and
methodologies are still limited. A systematic review, researcher
networks, continuous fieldwork, and training initiatives are

now necessary to advance this field. It is necessary to avoid
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simplistic interpretations of "sample" or "case" and instead aim
for methodological and practical clarity. Both the "sample" and
"case" have the potential to play a significant role in any lesson
or experience through diverse forms and methods. The results
confirm previous findings and highlight persistent weaknesses in
this field. Finally, while the distinction and proposed terms did
not achieve broad intersubjective agreement or verification, this
study constructs a basis for dealing with the difference between
"sample" and "case," which can serve as a foundation for future

research.
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15. Design Research: Research About Design, Research for
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17. Abduction.
18. Randomness. 19. Causation.
20. Statistics And Probability Theory.
21. Teleological Causation.
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1. Sample. 2. Example.
4. Case.

6. Project research.

3. Precedents.

5. Case Study.

7. research Project. 8. idiographic.
9. nomothetic.
11. Case Study.
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27. Archaeology. 28. Topology.
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