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The form of each architectural building is influenced by
the natural, social, historical, political, and other condi-
tions of its circumstance. For this reason, at the same time,
in different societies, we can see different physical char-
acteristics for buildings with the same function. Examin-
ing the extent and manner of the effects of each of these
factors can lead us to a better understanding of the causes
of the formation of a certain type of building, its special
features and the occurrence of formal and functional
changes in it. In the literature of Iranian architectural his-
tory, the course of physical development of Hosseiniyehs
and Takayas and the factors that were affecting these
developments, have not been studied much. Therefore,
Hosseiniyehs as a type of collective space for holding the
mourning ceremony of Imam Hossein and the course of
their physical transformations in Iran are the main subject
of this article. In this article, by adopting a functionalist
approach to religious rituals, the social processes that
have led to the emergence of the unique phenomenon of
Iran’s architecture in the Islamic era, namely Hosseiniyeh
have been investigated. In this regard, an attempt has been
made to answer the main question that what is the effect
of the social and political function of Imam Hossein’s
mourning ritual in Iran on the physical-spatial changes of
the places where this ritual is held, especially in the cen-
tral part of Iran? This article adopts a qualitative approach
and its data collection technique is through literature re-
view and observation. In the theoretical part, the data has
been gathered through the study of library sources and in
the building analyzing part, this study uses observation
techniques and the study of primary and secondary sourc-
es. The research is also considered a historical research
in terms of data analysis. The research findings show that
the social function of Imam Hossein’s mourning ritual in
Iran has undergone fundamental changes from the begin-
ning to the end of the Qajar rule in four main stages. Like
those transformation stages, the places for holding this
ceremony and their architectural-spatial character also
experienced fundamental changes under the influence of

the social function of the ceremony. In the first step, these
developments have led to the formation of a dedicated
space on a local scale for holding this ritual. In the next
steps and in coherence with the changes in the social role
of Imam Hossein’s mourning, the architecture of Hosse-
iniyehs also experienced changes. These changes were
especially in the result of increasing the dramatic and
theatrical aspect of the funeral ceremony (Taziye). The
formal transformation of Hosseiniyeh’s buildings could
be mentioned as 1. increasing the splendor and beauty
of building, 2. Exceeding in the number of supporting
spaces such as kitchen, sheltered prayer hall and so on, 3.
Using different type of decorations and 4. the separation
of different social classes from each other.
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