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he so-called Hasan Padishah Mosque was com-

missioned by the Aq Qoyunlu ruler Uzun Hasan
in Tabriz, Iran in the 15th century AD. The building
formed the core of an urban complex known as Nas-
riyya, which was located in front of the Sahib Abad
garden. Devastating earthquakes over the recent cen-
turies would severely damage the original structure
of the mosque, virtually obliterating it. While current
remains represent Safavid and Qajar interventions
that supplanted the original Nasriyya complex, archi-
tectural remains recovered during recent restoration
projects alongside the references in travel accounts
from the Aq Qoyunlu and Safavid periods remain the
main focus of attention. This paper attempted to re-
construct the earliest architecture of the structure per-
taining to the time of its original construction in the
15th century AD. There is no evidence on the exact
architectural theme of the original structure. While the
surviving remains point to a potential link with other
Timurid works, notably the Gur-i Amir (Samarkand),
the mausoleum of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi, the mauso-
leums of Sayid Alauddin and Pahlavan Mahmud (Uz-
bekistan), the mausoleum of Muhammad al-Buharzi
(Bukhara), the mausoleum of Qazi Zade (Samarkand),
and the Blue Mosque (Tabriz), the lack of proper com-
parative data precludes the possibility of pinpointing
when, how, in which aspects and in which way this
architectural layout was imparted to this mosque. Yet,
as one trajectory of architectural acculturation, this
event might have been closely related to develop-
ments that occurred within the Timurid architectural
tradition. The research method adopted here meant
to cater to two discrete levels. In the first, it started
from much broader aspects of architectural details by
putting emphasis on the architectural approach to ex-
amine the minute characteristics of this monument in

detail. The second level concerned a typological com-
parison that basically concentrated on the taxonomic
classification of physical attributes typical to the con-
temporary buildings. Eventually, the two levels were
combined to allow advancing a hypothesis apropos the
architectural layout of the Hasan Padishah Mosque in
the Nasriyya complex. The major conclusions on the
architectural theme of the mosque can be outlined as
follows: 1. From a structural perspective, the mosque
was constructed in a symmetrical, square plan. The
main entrance lies in the north and communicates with
a domed chamber with a drum. The four lofty minarets
on the four corners indicate a Timurid influence as is
the case with Gur-i Amir in Samarkand, and together,
the both structures illustrate similar aspects of a com-
mon attitude. 2. A more important factor in the iden-
tification of the original structure of the mosque is the
location of the smaller dome (tomb) to the south of the
major dome, a fact that attests to its Timurid origins
in Central Asia.In conclusion, one may conjecture that
the main idea of the Hasan Padishah Mosque was to
repeat the form of burial monuments in Transoxiana,
Turkestan, Afghanistan as well as the Blue Mosque
of Tabriz. The mosque’s main structure imitated the
architectural complex style that prevailed in the 15%
century AD.
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