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ontemporary cities from many aspects have
C challenges with the phenomenon of injustice
and in different areas suffer from the distribution of
benefits, housing, and access to services. Mean-
while, the spatial justice and related studies have
raised in response to these issues as an emerg-
ing and interdisciplinary field. Hence, justice has
become a principal goal of urban planning in all
its institutions and grassroots forms. In parallel,
in the last decade in Iran, spatial justice has also
been the fundamental issue in the field of urban
studies. Several scholars have contributed and
commented to this issue. Also, various research-
es have been conducted in this Academic field.
Activists seeking a more fair distribution of the
benefits and burdens of society have increasingly
turned to broader coalitions of justice. Therefore,
this paper intends to analyze theoretical frame-
work of researches in the realm of urban spatial
justice in Iran. The article is based on a mixed
method research plan and meta-study strategy.
Meta-study is a second-order analysis that seeks
to not only synthesize the results of prior works,
but also to reflect upon the processes within that
research. The research design of this meta-study
is developed by Paterson et al., which itself was
based on Zhao’s approach. The two phases of
the Meta - study are analysis and synthesis. The
analysis must take place before synthesis in order
to generate new and more complete understand-
ings of the phenomenon under study. In order to
perform this meta-study, the databases of all ar-
ticles published in Iranian journals and elated pa-
pers presented at the Congress, and the Student
thesis was searched. Finally, the study population
consists of 44 articles with a focus on spatial jus-
tice in the period 1383-1394. Also, methods such
as systematic review and open coding were used

to collect and analyze the data. Then, a compre-
hensive form for summarizing and extracting data
from selected researches were prepared to in-
clude categories about the article details and the
theoretical framework. The results indicate that
the concept of spatial justice is of great value to-
day in Iran to geography and urban planning in
particular since it is a concept which transcends
disciplinary boundaries. Howbeit, there are shal-
low studies in the interdisciplinary realm of spatial
justice too. Also, it is necessary to say that many
researches are based on the presumption of so-
cialist definition of justice. Therefore, more articles
were addressed in distribution approach of spatial
justice based on equality. In these articles justice
is frequently evaluated on the basis of “results”
or spatial distributions .Meanwhile, they neglect-
ed the structural roots of injustice in the form of
spatial justice. These roots engage with issues of
representational space where identities and expe-
riences constitute the process of justice. Distribu-
tive justice is a necessary but not sufficient aspect
of a normative pitch in planning, which is badly
needed. It fails to address the causes of injustice,
which are structural and lie in the role of power.
So it is better for the further studies of spatial jus-
tice to focus on decision-making procedures.

Keywords: Spatial Justice, Meta-study, Open
Coding, Persian Articles, Iran.

*This paper is based on the dissertation of second author entitled: “Grounding the Theoretical Model of spatial justice Based on
Islamic Rationality for the urban planning system of Iran”. The dissertation is in progress under the guidance of first author in the
Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning of Tarbiat Modares University.

**Corresponding Author: Tel: (+98-912)3540290, Fax: (+98-21)82883266, E-mail: h-dadashpoor@modares.ac.ir.



