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Ithasbeen nearly fifty years since the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
proposed the idea of registering valuable cultural monu-
ments. This idea is still considered an effective policy in
many countries because of the notable effect of a regis-
tered monument on the surrounding communities in terms
of sustainable economic development. One of the moti-
vations for the world inscription of heritage could be the
development of the tourism economy. In this regard, the
UNESCO logo is used as a commercial brand and mar-
keting tool. Also, in order to increase the number of visi-
tors, the monument is directly promoted. Tourists should
receive more offers from the resources that have become
a product in that territory. These resources should indicate
the uniqueness of the destination and lead to attracting
more visitors. UNESCO is an institution that facilitates
the creation or stabilization of tourist market destinations
through the world heritage brand and the permission to use
it. Therefore, it is necessary to study the principal factors
of such expenses by tourists to guide the private sector and
those who are responsible for the establishment of tourism
policies. A higher number of visitors, with all other param-
eters being constant, will improve economic activities.

In the present study, the effect of world inscription on the
number of domestic and foreign tourists in the historical
context of Yazd has been investigated. A comparative
method and difference-in-difference (DiD) strategy have
been used to control the intervening variables. For this pur-
pose, the historic context of another city, Hamadan, was
chosen as a comparable competitor. Also, tourist data of
the two cities, considered as control (Hamadan) and treat-
ment (Yazd) have been collected from 2009 to 2019. Then,

a linear regression model has been used to analyze the col-
lected data of the two cities before and after the world heri-
tage inscription. The main idea in this method is that if two
cases showed a similar trend for some years, and at a cer-
tain time, a specific event or policy has been implemented
only in one case and the trend starts to change, this varia-
tion can be attributed to the effects of that event or policy.
However, this conclusion can be drawn only by assuming
the stability of all other conditions for both cases.
According to the results, the inscription of Yazd historic
context as a world heritage has been an effective measure
to increase the number of domestic and foreign tourists.
It can be concluded that the World Heritage Inscription
of a city can provide the required coordination between
different factors at both the governance and local com-
munity levels to improve tourism conditions. At the same
time, World Heritage can create a brand that is decisive for
hesitant tourists in choosing a destination. In conclusion, it
should be also mentioned that the cases which create the
synergy between heritage conservation, community de-
velopment and tourism on their agenda lead to economic
growth.
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