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Writing this editorial is a profound honor, as my own Mohammad Gharipour” (Guest Editor)
academic journey began as a student in the School of Fine Arts; Professor, Architecture Program, School of Architecture,
A place where I learned that architecture is as much about un- Planning and Preservation, University of Maryland.
derstanding society, culture, and history as it is about designing E-mail: mgr@umd.edu
physical structures. Contributing this essay serves as a meaning- https://doi.org/10.22059/jfaup.2026.108376
ful return to the scholarly community that shaped my early intel-
lectual development.

Lately, I have been reflecting on a question that resonates with academics worldwide: What is the purpose of scholarship
when society faces times of war, crisis, and exhaustion? This query is not unique to any single nation. Across the globe, scholars oper-
ate within societies marked by conflict, political polarization, economic instability, and widespread disillusionment. In such moments,
publishing another research paper or academic monograph may feel detached from everyday realities, leading us to question whether
architecture still matters, whether our research remains relevant, or whether our voices are truly heard.

History, however, suggests that we should reframe the question.

During periods of stability, architecture rarely dominates our social discourse. Yet, it matters most precisely when we -and
those who preceded us- struggle to envision the future. Every admired city today is a product of destruction and renewal. Buildings
may perish, but ideas endure. The knowledge accumulated through scholarship frequently forms the foundation upon which societies
reconstruct themselves.

Regrettably, research cannot halt war, conflict, or suffering. A journal article will not rebuild a neighborhood, nor can a book
restore lost monuments, landscapes, or communities. Nevertheless, scholarship performs an indispensable role: it preserves memory,
documents knowledge, and challenges simplistic answers to complex problems that demand rigorous, thoughtful solutions. Perhaps
this is our primary responsibility as academics: to safeguard complexity, propose alternatives, and educate within a world governed by
uncertainty.

Our collective scholarly endeavors cultivate imagination. Architecture has always been an act of hope; by its very nature, it
manifests confidence in the future. Every structure anticipates tomorrow’s inhabitants. Every school, hospital, library, or public space
reflects the conviction that society remains worth investing in. Scholarship embodies the same assumption. Every presentation, lecture,
article, and book expresses faith that future generations will sustain the discourse. Hope, however, must not be conflated with opti-
mism. Where optimism assumes that conditions will inevitably improve, hope examines whether our work retains meaning even when
the trajectory of change remains uncertain.

I believe our scholarship does retain meaning. We write not because we expect our work to transform the world overnight,
but because knowledge enables societies to recover when tomorrow finally arrives. These responsibilities are not abstract; they are most
vital in times like the present.

The devastation witnessed across our beloved country is heartbreaking. It represents the profound loss of cherished human
lives, vibrant communities, homes, heritage, and collective memory. Yet, history reminds us that reconstruction is never merely about
replacing what was lost; it offers an opportunity to reevaluate the values that shape our urban environments. Moments of rupture
compel us to address questions that periods of tranquility often postpone: How can we design cities that are healthier, more resilient,
inclusive, sustainable, and responsive to their communities? How can architecture once again occupy a central position in public life
and discourse?

If reconstruction merely reproduces past mistakes, tragedy has taught us nothing. Conversely, if tragedy inspires the creation
of more humane cities and stronger communities, architecture reclaims its essential relevance. The same applies to scholarship. While
our duty often involves documenting the past, our broader responsibility is to expand society's capacity to imagine better futures.
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Academic journals are integral to this mission. Far more than repositories of research papers, they foster communities that
sustain intergenerational dialogue. In challenging times, the decision to continue researching, teaching, writing, and questioning is in
itself an act of hope. Architecture cannot eliminate all suffering, nor can scholarship resolve every crisis. Yet, both disciplines resist other
forms of depletion: the loss of memory, imagination, and the conviction that the future remains worth building,

It is for this reason that contributing to this journal—rooted in the very community where my architectural journey began—
feels like both a privilege and a duty. As we begin to rebuild our cherished home, we can draw strength from our shared ideas, historical
knowledge, design training, and the better future we will collectively help shape.
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